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1December 1, 2019
First Sunday of Advent

Questions
 ◆ In the RCIA process, you journey to climb 
“the Lord’s mountain” in a new and special 
way. What events brought you to this moment? 
Does the climb look difficult or easy from 
where you stand right now in your life? Why?

 ◆ Paul believes deeply that the fulfillment of 
God’s promise is at hand. He is optimistic 
as he exhorts the Christian community to 
“put on Christ.” Look at the list of behaviors 
Christians are asked to cast aside. Are any of 
these issues things you struggle with? How 
does it feel to encounter Paul’s invitation?

 ◆ Jesus reminds his listeners of a time in 
their history when people did not listen to a 
warning—and with very dire consequences. 
Can you think of times in your life when you 
were not as prepared as you would have liked? 
How are you preparing now for the “day your 
Lord will come”?

Activities
 ◆ Think of a time when you received good news. 
What did the news evoke for you? What is the 
quality of the good news that Isaiah is sharing 
with Israel? Read the passage from Isaiah. Pick 
a line that resonates with you and share with 
someone or journal about why that passage, in 
particular, is “good news” for you personally.

 ◆ Notice that people stream to God as a com
munity, not in isolation. Your RCIA group is 
a special sort of Christian community, and you 
will be traveling together in the months ahead. 
This week, take a list of the names of the mem
bers of the group to your prayer time. Read 
through the list, visualize the person’s face, 
and pray that God will bless them.

 ◆ The teaching of Jesus reminds us about the 
importance of staying awake and attentive. 
Think of situations in which people are very 
careful about preparing for unexpected eventu
alities, for example, people who live in earth
quake or tornado zones. What do people do to 
get ready? People deepen their spiritual atten
tiveness through prayer, meditation, acts of 
kindness, and more. What is one way in which 
you could begin to get ready to receive the Lord 
in a special way this week?

Christian Initiation Groups
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Activities
 ◆ Read over the gifts of the Spirit that Isaiah 
describes. Choose one that you would like 
deepened this week, and in your prayer 
ask for God’s Spirit to come to you. See if this 
week presents opportunities to deepen your 
wisdom, understanding, strength, or some 
other quality.

 ◆ The images in Isaiah are among the most poetic 
and jarring descriptions of how remarkable will 
be the peace of God’s reign. Many artists have 
depicted this passage in paintings. Find one 
that you like on the Internet and meditate on it. 
What is revealed in the artist’s rendering? 

 ◆ John the Baptist invites the people to an 
authentic repentance. He wants nothing less 
than full conversion of hearts. “Good fruit” 
is the outcome. Where do you see “good fruit” 
in your own life? Where does your life need 
pruning? Write your answers to these questions 
in your journal.

Questions
 ◆ Isaiah describes a shoot coming out of a stump, 
a bud blossoming from a root. What does this 
image communicate to you? 

 ◆ The psalm is a prayer for the king. He is the 
agent of God. But notice that the entreaty is 
not for power or might. What qualities will the 
king have that are different from the typical 
stereotype of an earthly king?

 ◆ John the Baptist cries out his message in the 
wilderness. Despite his unusual appearance 
and ways, people stream to him for baptism. 
Who are the people who called out to you in 
your journey of faith, inviting you to become 
an RCIA participant? Were any of them people 
you would not have expected?

Christian Initiation Groups

December 8, 2019
Second Sunday of Advent
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Activities
 ◆ Find a recording of “Lo, How a Rose E’er 
Blooming” (recordings can be found on the 
Internet) and listen to it this week. 

 ◆ The Lord “secures justice,” “gives food,” and 
“sets captives free.” Where do you see people 
fulfilling this vision today as God’s holy agents? 
What is one thing you could do this week to 
participate in this vision? 

 ◆ Read your parish bulletin or website closely and 
consider becoming involved in one of the 
activities of justice that characterizes a 
Christian community. 

Questions
 ◆ When God comes to Israel, Isaiah says, knees 
that are weak will be made firm and hearts 
that are frightened will be strong. How are 
you feeling as you proceed through the RCIA 
process? Are you in need of strengthening? 
Do you trust God to do this for you if you ask?

 ◆ James exhorts the community to be patient in 
the ways that a farmer is patient. What qualities 
are in this image? Are you a patient seeker?

 ◆ Jesus affirms John to his followers and to the 
people gathered in the crowd. John is, in fact, 
the messenger who prepared the way for Jesus. 
How did he do this? Why would there be a 
need for preparation before the arrival of 
the Messiah?

Christian Initiation Groups

December 15, 2019
Third Sunday of Advent
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Activities
 ◆ Find a copy of the lyrics of “Oh Come, Oh 
Come, Emmanuel” (available at http://www.
hymntime.com/tch/htm/o/c/o/m/ocomocom.
htm) and either read or sing it each day. Reflect 
on the themes in each stanza of this almost 
200yearold hymn.

 ◆ Matthew’s Gospel begins with the genealogy 
of Jesus, and this passage affirms his place 
in fulfilling the promise to the house of David. 
Do you know aspects of your genealogy? Sketch 
out a family tree for the past three generations. 
What would your spiritual genealogy look like? 

 ◆ Joseph’s surrender to God is remarkable and 
courageous. Write in your journal about what 
it means for you to surrender to God’s will in 
your life. Can you think of any men you have 
met or learned about that demonstrated qualities 
similar to those displayed by Joseph?

Questions
 ◆ There are three figures in this passage from 
Isaiah: the Lord, King Ahaz, and Isaiah. Look 
at this dialogue. What does it reveal about each 
figure? What is the importance of signs in 
human life? 

 ◆ This introduction to the letter from Paul to 
the Romans is a summary of his mission 
from Jesus. It is very poetic. Why do you think 
Paul begins his address to the community in 
this manner? 

 ◆ The Gospel offers us the story of the change 
of heart experienced by Joseph. The angel 
reassures him and explains the place of this 
child in salvation history. What is your reaction 
to Joseph’s conversion? What sort of man is 
he? What qualities does he exemplify that we 
could develop?

Christian Initiation Groups

December 22, 2019
Fourth Sunday of Advent

http://www.hymntime.com/tch/htm/o/c/o/m/ocomocom.htm
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5

At Home with the Word® 2020 © 2019, Liturgy Training Publications. 8009331800. Written by Michael R. Prendergast. Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in 
the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with 
permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. 

Activities
 ◆ If you feel moved to do so, write a Christmas 
card or letter to the members of your parish 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
team. Let them know how much you appreciate 
them as they accompany you on your faith 
journey.

 ◆ Do some research on your favorite Christmas 
carol. Be prepared to share the story of its 
origins and communicate its message with 
family and friends. Ask others to tell you the 
stories behind their favorite Christmas carols.

 ◆ On December 28, the Church celebrates the 
Feast of the Holy Innocents — those children 
slaughtered by King Herod. Pray for all children 
who have been victimized.

Questions 
 ◆ Tonight, we hear several names for the Child 
born in Bethlehem: “WonderCounselor,” 
“GodHero,” “Prince of Peace.” What do these 
titles mean to you? If you could name God, 
what name would you give?

 ◆ You probably have noticed by now that the 
Catholic liturgy is filled with song. The psalm 
in today’s liturgy says, “Sing to the Lord a new 
song,” evoking an image of the entire earth 
singing to the Lord. When have you felt like 
you were part of a great, joyful chorus of voices 
singing to the Lord? 

 ◆ Luke’s account of the Christmas story is differ
ent from Matthew’s. It contains many memo
rable, wellloved details. Notice especially the 
role of the angels and the shepherds. What 
could you do to announce the Christmas 
message, and what gifts will you bring to lay 
before the newborn King?

Christian Initiation Groups

December 25, 2019
Nativity of the Lord (Christmas), Mass during the Night
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Activities
 ◆ Take time to reflect on your relationship with 
your mother and father. Write your thoughts 
in your journal. Is it easy or hard for you to 
receive this instruction from Ben Sira? 

 ◆ The beautiful reading from Colossians invites 
us to “put on” Christ, expressing “heartfelt 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, 
and patience,” and “bearing with one another 
and forgiving one another.” What is one way 
this week that you could practice this teaching?

 ◆ Joseph is both faithful and courageous. 
He takes radical action to protect his family. 
As you read and watch the news, see if you 
discover men who are willing to be both bold 
and brave for others. Share what you’ve discov
ered with your RCIA sponsor or group.

Questions
 ◆ The Book of Sirach is part of what is sometimes 
called “the Apocrypha,” books of the Bible that 
only Catholics consider canonical. In this book, 
Ben Sira offers instructions on how to live 
faithfully. In what ways in your life has honor
ing your mother and father required faith?

 ◆  “Fear of the Lord” is a spiritual gift. It is the 
ability to experience awe or wonder, not terror 
or fright. Keeping this in mind, read the psalm 
slowly and take in its full meaning.

 ◆ Joseph, yet again, receives instruction in a 
dream. He follows the direction and takes 
his family on an arduous journey to another 
country. Have you ever had to react quickly in 
life to do what is right?

Christian Initiation Groups

December 29, 2020
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
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Activities
 ◆ Catholics celebrate Christmas for a season, 
not for only one day. So take time to savor the 
mysteries of this season. Listen to a recording 
of Handel’s Messiah, focusing especially on the 
early sections relating to Christ’s birth. Talk 
with a friend or write in your journal about 
insights that come to you as you listen.

 ◆ As you prepare for initiation, you are journey
ing with people all over the globe who are 
joining the Christian faith as it is embodied in 
the Catholic Church. When we pray the Nicene 
Creed, we pray that the Church may be one, 
holy, catholic, and apostolic. In your reading, 
find out what this means, or ask about it at one 
of your group meetings. 

 ◆ Catholics around the world have many different 
traditions for celebrating the Epiphany, the 
“twelfth day of Christmas.” Using the public 
library or the Internet, find out about these 
traditions, and do something to celebrate this 
remarkable day with your loved ones.

Questions
 ◆ Isaiah writes of God’s glorious promise to a 
people subjugated and in exile. What is your 
reaction to this reading? Is it enlivening, or 
do you find it too good to be true? Why? 

 ◆ St. Paul affirms that the Messiah is not only 
for the Jews but for all people, including the 
Gentiles, who are coheirs. What does it mean 
to you in your RCIA journey to be a coheir to 
God’s promise?

 ◆ When we think of this familiar story of the 
magi from the East finding Jesus, we usually 
think of the gifts and not the parts of the tale 
that are fraught with threat and terror. What 
qualities do you see in the magi?

Christian Initiation Groups

January 5, 2020
Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord
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January 12, 2020
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

Questions
 ◆ Isaiah speaks to us of a Suffering Servant. 
Who is this person? Why must this person 
serve, not rule? How is this reflective of the 
Christian vision of God?

 ◆ In the Acts of the Apostles, Peter tells the 
people that the fulfillment of God’s promise 
started with the baptism of the Lord by John. 
How is the Sacrament of Baptism a starting 
point for Christians? If you are going to be 
baptized, what does that signify for you? If you 
are already baptized, how can you reclaim 
deeply the meaning of your Baptism?

 ◆ Here we see John baptize Jesus. In this Gospel, 
we hear the voice of his Father and see “the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove.” What 
does this Trinitarian image reveal to you about 
the nature of God?

Activities
 ◆ Isaiah tells us about a Suffering Servant. Who 
can you think of who lived a life of sacrifice for 
others? Read a biography of that person.

 ◆ If your community baptizes a child during 
the liturgy, listen carefully to the prayers of 
the rite. Observe the parents and sponsors, 
and the gathered family. Observe the priest or 
deacon and the assembly. Write in your journal 
about your observations of how the community 
experiences Baptism. What effects can you see 
from baptizing people in the midst of the 
gathered community?

 ◆ Find an illustration of the baptism of the Lord 
from classic, ethnic, or contemporary art that 
speaks to you, and share it with your group. 

Christian Initiation Groups
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Activities
 ◆ Choose a photo in which you find the use of 
light compelling. What is revealed in the photo 
by the artist? What is obscured? What does it 
mean for each person in your RCIA group to be 
a “light” this week?

 ◆ Many composers have used the phrase  
“Here I am” as a lyric, such as “Here I Am 
Lord” or “Here I am to Worship.” Listen to 
one of these songs. What does it mean for 
you to give yourself to God as part of your 
initiation process?

 ◆ John says that he “saw the Spirit come down 
like a dove from heaven and remain upon 
[Jesus].” Pray this week that the Spirit will come 
to you each day in some gentle way and remain 
with you.

Questions
 ◆ God promises Israel that they will not only 
be restored, they will become a “light to the 
nations.” The people will be commissioned 
to great things. What does it mean to you to 
receive a commission as a community? How 
and where do you see your faith community 
commissioned to be a “light”?

 ◆ The psalmist sings of God’s saving work and his 
personal restoration. In response, he cries out, 
“Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.” Is 
there any place in your life where you have seen 
yourself restored? When did you first develop 
an impulse to serve God? 

 ◆ John affirms Jesus, who is the one he foreshad
ows. This story is not only about the details of 
the baptism of Jesus and the inauguration of his 
public ministry; it is about the meaning of the 
event. What is John saying?

Christian Initiation Groups

January 19, 2020
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Activities
 ◆ The passage from Isaiah speaks of slaves 
freed from oppression. Even today, people are 
enslaved around the world. Find examples of 
this, and pray together that all God’s people 
will one day be liberated, as in Isaiah’s vision.

 ◆ The word “pontiff” derives from the Latin 
word pontifex, which at its root means “bridge 
builder.” The holy father, Pope Francis, is our 
pontiff, but we are all called to be bridge builders. 
Pray for Pope Francis this week, and also for 
your own bridgebuilding skills to be developed. 

 ◆ Do you feel “called” to be a disciple? Talk to 
friends and family members, and ask them 
how they would answer this question. Discuss 
it with your RCIA sponsor or leader as well.

Questions
 ◆ Isaiah speaks of a tremendous promise fulfilled, 
and “the people who walked in darkness have 
seen a great light.” We hear this text at 
Christmas. Why is it important to hear it 
again? What does it mean in your life?

 ◆ Paul writes to the community in Corinth and 
expresses concern about the factions he sees. 
All human groups are vulnerable to factions, 
even the Church—sometimes over our pieties 
or devotions. When have you observed the 
effects of factions during your life?

 ◆ In the Gospel, Matthew ties the birth of Jesus 
to the fulfillment of prophecy. He is the light of 
the world, and God’s “kingdom of heaven is at 
hand!” This is followed by the first calling of the 
disciples. What is it like for you to be called by 
Jesus into the RCIA? 

Christian Initiation Groups

January 26, 2020
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Activities
 ◆ Take an object made of metal that has been 
refined, such as a piece of jewelry or a coin. 
Place it next to a candle and meditate on the 
beauty that results when fire burns away 
impurities.

 ◆ As the period of the catechumenate ends, you 
will be presented to the community, much in 
the way that Jesus is presented in the Temple. 
What do you imagine that will be like for you? 
Write your thoughts in your journal.

 ◆ Seek out an elder in your life who has demon
strated a deep spirituality and faithfulness, and 
talk to her or him about their spiritual journey.

Questions
 ◆ The text from Malachi speaks of the acts of 
God being like “refiner’s fire.” Now that you 
have been in the process for a few months, 
in what ways do you experience the RCIA 
as a process of spiritual refining?

 ◆ The Bible offers many, many metaphors for 
God. In the Old Testament, the metaphor of the 
powerful King is used frequently. Why would 
this be an important depiction to the people 
of Israel? In what ways does this image speak 
to you?

 ◆ The Gospel offers us two profoundly faithful 
figures: Simeon and Anna, who wait patiently 
for the coming of the Messiah. Simeon follows 
the beckoning of the Spirit and comes to the 
Temple to see God’s promise fulfilled; Anna 
steps from the shadows. What do you think 
these two journeys indicate? With whom do 
you most identify? Why? 

Christian Initiation Groups

February 2, 2020
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord
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Activities
 ◆ Choose one of the Corporal Works of Mercy 
and act on it this week.

 ◆ Participate in service in your local food pantry 
or soup kitchen. What are your feelings before, 
during, and after this experience?

 ◆ The musical Godspell offers a rousing rendition 
of the Gospel text: “Light of the World.” Listen 
to it this week.

Questions
 ◆ Find out about the Corporal Works of 
Mercy and compare them to the text of Isaiah. 
Why is acting on faith as important as having 
faith? What does Isaiah say happens when 
people live their faith?

 ◆ Paul speaks of a sort of singlemindedness 
that he has despite the fact that he came to the 
people of Corinth “in weakness and fear and 
much trembling.” Have you had moments of 
uncertainty in your RCIA process? What has 
kept you focused and engaged?

 ◆ Jesus exhorts us to be salt and light. Salt 
enhances taste and also acts as a preservative. 
Light allows us to see things that are otherwise 
obscured in the dark. Meditate on these meta
phors and how they are reflected in your life as 
a person preparing for initiation.

Christian Initiation Groups

February 9, 2020
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Activities
 ◆ Print out the Ten Commandments. Pray with 
them this week.

 ◆ Is there a place in your life in which reconcilia
tion is needed? Pray about this and speak with 
a trustworthy spiritual guide about the possi
bility of making amends.

 ◆ Do you understand the way Catholics see their 
relationship with the Jewish people of today? 
Read 839–840 in the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church or ask your catechist about this.

Questions
 ◆ In the readings this week, we encounter mul
tiple mentions of God’s Law. How familiar are 
you with the Ten Commandments? Can you 
recite them from memory?

 ◆ In this rich Gospel text from Matthew, Jesus 
says he comes to fulfill the Law, not to abolish 
it. Read the rest of the text. What parts of the 
Law are important to Jesus here? 

 ◆ Many of the passages in this Gospel are about 
right and wrong, forgiveness, and conviction. 
Which passage speaks to your personal need 
for growth and conversion this week?

Christian Initiation Groups

February 16, 2020
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Activities
 ◆ How good are you at letting go of hatred or 
grudges? Attend to this question as you live 
your life this week, and ask God for his help.

 ◆ Read the first half of this Gospel. Then, using 
a Catholic study Bible, a Catholic Scripture 
commentary, or other Catholic Scripture 
studies, read some interpretations of this text. 
Write your reactions in your journal.

 ◆ This week, pray by name for a persecutor, either 
of this nation or someone who is causing pain 
in your life.

Questions
 ◆ God tells Moses that he rejects hatred and 
revenge. How well have Jews and Christians 
lived this command over the millennia? 
What examples of fulfillment or rejection 
of this teaching can you offer?

 ◆ Paul tells the people that they are temples 
of God in which the Spirit dwells. You are 
preparing to become such a temple through 
the sacrament(s) you will receive. In what 
ways are you growing in holiness through 
your RCIA experience?

 ◆ Jesus turns some teachings on their head in this 
Gospel. Last week, he said he comes to fulfill 
the Law. How does this Gospel reflect that 
understanding? What is he trying to say here 
about the Law and following it?

Christian Initiation Groups

February 23, 2020
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Activities
 ◆ Assign parts to the First Reading, and together 
do a dramatic reading of the text. Does adding 
some passion to the story reveal anything new 
to you? As you do this, attend to which line 
stands out to you right now, and share that 
with your group.

 ◆ In some cultures, it is customary to cover 
artwork during the season of Lent and to 
refrain from entertainment. This reminds 
people that they are in the desert for forty 
days. Artwork and statues are uncovered 
at Easter. Is there some way these practices 
might be reflected in your home in a small 
way, to remind you of the forty days of Lent?

 ◆ All of us face temptations in life. Write in your 
journal about where power, prestige, or achieving 
security have tempted you. Consider the prac
tice of fasting this Lent. Learn more about why 
people “give something up” for Lent. What 
could you give up as a symbol of giving up your 
separation from others and from God?

Questions
 ◆ The First Reading from the Book of Genesis 
is a story filled with compelling imagery and 
interesting narrative. We start our Lenten 
journey by remembering how sin came into 
the world. What is your understanding of sin? 
When Adam and Eve sin, they are suddenly 
aware of being naked and vulnerable. How do 
you react when you know you’ve done some
thing counter to God’s will for you?

 ◆ Paul lifts up for us two figures who have deter
mined our destinies: Adam, through whose 
disobedience humankind became subject to sin 
and death, and Jesus Christ, who, through his 
obedience, has brought us “acquittal and life.” 
In what ways do you think our individual acts 
of obedience and disobedience have more than 
personal consequences?

 ◆ Jesus is driven to the desert by the Spirit to fast. 
At the end, Satan tempts him. Notice that the 
temptation is for Jesus to use his power for 
himself, not others. What do you make of this? 
How is this relevant to our own experience 
of sin? To any “abuse of power” you may have 
observed? Notice that the “bookends” of this 
Gospel are the Spirit and God’s angels. What 
does this tell you?

Christian Initiation Groups

March 1, 2020
First Sunday of Lent
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Activities
 ◆ In both the First Reading and the Gospel, 
God has a prominent speaking role. In a Bible 
dictionary or Catholic study Bible, read more 
about Moses. What other important things did 
he do? Read other passages, especially those 
in which God and Moses are communicating. 
Write in your journal about how their commu
nication differs from Jesus’ communication 
with his Father. How does God communicate 
with you? And you with God?

 ◆ In a Catholic study Bible or Bible dictionary, 
read about Timothy and the circumstances of 
Paul’s letters to him. Talk with a friend or write 
in your journal about what it might have been 
like to be a companion to Paul on his journeys.

 ◆ Through the public library or the Internet, 
find some visual representations of the 
Transfiguration. This is a scene often represented 
in mosaic or paint on the ceilings and walls 
of churches. What effect do you think it might 
have on the congregations of those churches? 
Among the images you find, which best 
 captures the story, from your point of view?

Questions
 ◆ God asked Abram and Sarai to leave everything 
they ever knew and set off into unknown 
territory. That command launched a journey 
with great consequences for all of us. In spite 
of the risks and uncertainties, the couple held 
steady and trusted the Lord. What launched 
your spiritual journey? How difficult has it been 
to trust that God would guide you? 

 ◆ Paul tells Timothy to bear his share of hardship 
for the Gospel. Throughout the ages, people 
have suffered because they followed Christ. Can 
you think of examples? Have you ever suffered 
because of your faith? What would Paul tell you?

 ◆ Today’s Gospel tells one of the most visually 
dramatic and intriguing stories in Scripture. 
Each year that we hear this story proclaimed 
during Lent we move deeper into its mystery. 
What do you think Jesus wanted Peter, James, 
and John to learn through this experience? 
What do you think Moses and Elijah were 
doing in the vision? How must it have felt to 
be a disciple on that mountain when God 
suddenly spoke? Why would Jesus be so 
s ecretive about the vision afterward? 

Christian Initiation Groups

March 8, 2020
Second Sunday of Lent
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Activities
 ◆ Water is a foundation of life. Living in North 
America, we can often take water for granted. 
Notice water this week. When do you use it? 
Do you conserve water where you live? Why 
or why not? As your awareness of the value of 
water deepens, pray about the miracle of Moses 
and the magnitude of God’s action.

 ◆ Take some time to split the narrative of this 
Gospel into sections and read it aloud with 
others. There are many allusions in this story. 
Investigate some of them and bring your new 
knowledge to your conversation. What does 
this story reveal about God’s promise beyond 
the people of Israel?

 ◆ At the Easter Vigil, some members of your 
group will encounter “living water” in Baptism. 
Pray for all those who will be received into the 
Church in Baptism in just a few weeks.

Questions
 ◆ Moses has led the people out of slavery. 
Initially, he was their hero. Now they are thirsty 
and are turning on Moses. Their thinking is 
so distorted and desperate that they say they 
would rather be in Egypt. What do you make 
of this? What does the Lord provide? Imagine 
being in the desert, and take in the power of 
this miracle more fully.

 ◆ Paul writes words of great reassurance to the 
community in Rome. In Christ, we are com
pletely reconciled to God. Have you ever been 
asked, “Are you saved?” How would a baptized 
Catholic answer this question?

 ◆ The woman at the well is one of the most 
intriguing and powerful female figures in 
the Gospel. Although to a Jew she is a nobody 
(because she is a woman and a Samaritan), she 
engages Jesus in a lively and revealing dialogue. 
What do you think she thinks about Jesus? 
What does Jesus think of her? How is she 
transformed in this encounter?

Christian Initiation Groups

March 15, 2020
Third Sunday of Lent
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Activities
 ◆ David is anointed by Samuel as king. Anointing 
will be part of the initiation sacraments you 
and your group mates will experience. Find 
out more about the oil of the catechumens 
this week and how you will experience it 
in Confirmation.

 ◆ During the Third, Fourth, and Fifth Sundays 
of Lent, some in your group will be experiencing 
the “scrutinies”—intensive rites of congregational 
prayer for those preparing for Baptism, that 
they be freed of sin and any other impediment. 
If you are a participant in these rites, write in 
your journal about the experience. If you have 
already been baptized and are supporting those 
who are participating in the scrutinies, write 
about what you witnessed at the liturgy and 
how it affected you.

 ◆ The parents of the blind man are afraid to 
witness for their son. They fear reprisal. The 
blind man is not afraid. Why is their perspec
tive different? Is there a place this week where 
you could witness to your growing faith? 

Questions
 ◆ Notice that the Lord chooses an unlikely 
servant in this story of the anointing of David. 
Anointing with oil appears in multiple places 
in the Scriptures. Can you think of other stories 
that feature oil? How is it used? When is it 
used? What does anointing signify?

 ◆ The readings this week are all about what is 
seen and what is not seen, light and dark, 
blindness and sight. Compare these themes 
in the three readings. 

 ◆ The compelling story of the healing of the 
blind man offers many points of view. Observe 
the conflict and fear in this tale. Observe the 
moments of faithfulness and trust. With whom 
do you relate in this story?

Christian Initiation Groups

March 22, 2020
Fourth Sunday of Lent
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Activities
 ◆ There are people who have had vivid experi
ences of resurrection. Seek out someone who 
has survived a difficult diagnosis, a terrible 
personal loss, or recovered from an addiction. 
Ask them about their experience of God and 
resurrection.

 ◆ Find the illustration of the raising of Lazarus 
from the St. John’s Bible on the Internet. Notice 
that the artist depicts the scene from the view
point of Lazarus. What elements do you see in 
the image? What feelings does it evoke? 

 ◆ As you spend the next two weeks journeying 
to Easter and the fullness of life in the Church, 
pray that you, like the community at Bethany, 
can “believe in him” more deeply. 

Questions
 ◆ Today we hear multiple stories of death and 
resurrection. Ezekiel holds out hope of restora
tion to the exiles in Babylon. God promises the 
people that they will return to the land of Israel. 
Is there a place in your life into which you can 
invite God’s promise of resurrection? 

 ◆ Paul contrasts “flesh” and “spirit.” The indwell
ing of God’s Spirit assures us that with death, 
life is “changed, not ended,” as we hear in 
our funeral liturgy. Paul is not condemning 
the body; rather, he is reminding us that it is 
the Spirit that helps us transcend our baser 
human impulses. In what ways are you living 
“in the flesh”? In what ways are you living 
“in the spirit”?

 ◆ The beautiful tale of the raising of Lazarus 
is the gift of this Sunday’s Gospel. Look at 
the various people surrounding Jesus. What 
are their reactions to his actions? With whom 
do you identify most strongly at this moment? 
With whom would you like to be able 
to identify? 

Christian Initiation Groups
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Activities
 ◆ We move within one Eucharistic liturgy from 
the joy of Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem to 
the reality of his suffering and death. Stay with 
the first Gospel right now. How can you, as 
someone who has journeyed with Jesus for the 
past several months, proclaim him Lord and 
receive him fully this week? Write in your 
journal about your thoughts.

 ◆ Palms are part of our liturgy. How did your 
community use them? Did you walk in a 
procession? Every week, all of us, in effect, 
process to Jesus. We come into the sanctuary, 
bless ourselves with holy water to remind 
ourselves of our Baptism, and process to the 
table of the Lord. Where have you seen proces
sions? In what sense are processions true to 
their root word “process”? Where are you in 
your process? Are our processions to the Lord 
ever finished? Share your reflections with 
your group.

 ◆ Using the public library or the Internet, find 
out about the many meanings of palms in this 
liturgy. Identify a Palm Sunday tradition in the 
home that has meaning for you and practice 
it this week. Consider making it a tradition to 
remind you of your entry into this Holy Week. 

Questions
 ◆ We enter this Holy Week raising our voices 
with hosannas of praise. Spend some time with 
the Gospel read at the procession of the palms, 
which recounts Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem. 
How is Jesus depicted? Is he the conquering 
hero that Israel expected? And yet, how is 
he received? 

 ◆ The reading from Philippians is a magnificent 
and inspiring description of what Jesus did 
for us. Scholars believe that Paul is quoting 
an ancient liturgical hymn here. In what way 
is what he says a confession of faith? Are you 
ready to embrace this? What does it mean to 
you to confess Jesus Christ as Lord? 

 ◆ The Passion, as recounted in Matthew, is full 
of welldrawn characters. With whom do you 
identify? Why? Read the passage describing 
Jesus’ experience in the garden. In what ways 
do you experience Jesus’ humanity in this part 
of the story? His divinity?

Christian Initiation Groups

April 5, 2020
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
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Activities
 ◆ Cornelius is a Gentile. Peter has had a change 
of heart about witnessing to the Gentiles, and 
he lays out a powerful example of how to share 
the story of Christ who lived, taught, died, and 
rose again. What can you learn from Peter’s 
approach to sharing the Good News? Write 
these thoughts in your journal.

 ◆ How are you celebrating Easter this year? 
Consider starting a tradition that is tied to your 
faith along with any fun traditions that are 
part of secular celebrations of spring, such as 
the Easter Bunny bringing candy. Learn more 
about the use of eggs in this season and con
sider including a new faithfocused practice.

 ◆ Do you know what elements of John’s account 
of the Resurrection differ from the other 
Gospel narratives? What are they? Have you 
ever wished that you could be an eyewitness? 
What did Jesus teach about those who believe 
without seeing? Meditate on this Gospel, 
placing yourself in the position of the “other 
disciple.” In what ways is the testimony of this 
person a gift to each one of us from John?

Questions
 ◆ If you were baptized or received at the Easter 
Vigil, welcome! Thanks be to God! May God 
bless you! Today, we soak ourselves in readings 
that affirm the Resurrection. The Paschal 
Mystery (dying and rising with Jesus Christ) 
is at the heart of this mystery. If you were fully 
initiated, how did the Paschal Mystery resonate 
with you at your initiation? If you are still 
anticipating that moment, what was it like to 
reflect on it as you witnessed the experience 
of the others in your group? What does dying 
and rising with Christ mean to you?

 ◆ Peter’s interaction with Cornelius in the Acts 
of the Apostles is a concise and clear witness 
to what has happened in Christ Jesus. In what 
ways do we, as contemporary people, need to 
stand with Peter in his proclamation of what 
“we” are doing?

 ◆ Mary of Magdala, Simon Peter, and the “other 
disciple” (John) find the tomb empty. They see, 
and believe. We believe even though we have 
not literally run to the tomb. What do you 
make of the powerful testimony of the “other 
disciple”? What would you witness to in your 
encounter this weekend with the Risen Lord?

Christian Initiation Groups
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Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
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Activities
 ◆ With your parish bulletin as a guide, reflect on 
how your faith community lives out the four 
core activities of the early Church. Now that 
you are fully initiated into the life of the Church, 
are you ready to get involved? Take a small step 
to deepen your connection to the greater 
community this week. 

 ◆ Notice that the very first power that is given 
to the disciples is to forgive sin. What do you 
make of this? Why is this the first gift? Notice 
that Jesus breathes on them. Find out more 
about the image of the Spirit and breath in the 
Scriptures, particularly the Old Testament.

 ◆  “Blessed are those who have not seen and have 
believed.” We are among those blessed people. 
Is there someone in your life who does not yet 
know Christ? Pray for that person by name this 
week, that God’s Spirit will come into their life 
and they will come to know the Lord. Pray a 
prayer of thanksgiving for anyone in your life 
who helped you come to believe.

Questions
 ◆ The vision of the early community is one of love 
and selfless care for one another. What practices 
make up their lives together? How are these 
mirrored (or not) in our faith communities 
today? Have you seen any of these qualities in 
your RCIA group? 

 ◆ This Sunday is traditionally called the Sunday 
of Divine Mercy. Read the Responsorial Psalm 
and the Second Reading closely. Why do we, 
despite the gift of salvation we have received, 
remain in need of God’s mercy? What does it 
mean to have a faith “more precious than gold,” 
“tested by fire”? How might this passage help 
you in your life as a disciple of Jesus in the 
days ahead?

 ◆ The Gospel offers two stories: first, the receiv
ing of the Spirit and the commissioning of the 
disciples; second, the story of Thomas. What 
do you make of the juxtaposition of these two 
stories? How do you hold the relationship 
between “seeing” and “believing” in your life? 

Christian Initiation Groups

April 19, 2020
Second Sunday of Easter (or Sunday of Divine Mercy)
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Activities
 ◆ Read the first encyclical of Pope Francis, Lumen 
Fidei (available on the Internet at http://www.
vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/encyclicals 
/documents/papafrancesco_20130629_ 
enciclicalumenfidei_en.html). Are any 
 elements in his description of God’s love and 
fidelity toward the Jewish people new to you?

 ◆ Are you traveling a road with Christ right now? 
Think about the past week and where you may 
have encountered the Lord. Share this story 
with someone or write about it in your journal. 

 ◆ We come to know the Lord in the table of the 
Word and the table of the Eucharist. What has 
it been like for you to come to that second table 
in the past few weeks?

Questions
 ◆ In the First Reading, Peter takes time to explain 
the meaning of the events of Pentecost to the 
followers of Jesus. He does this by echoing the 
words of the prophet Joel and citing the words 
of King David. Are the patriarchs of Israel, such 
as King David, saved in Christ? Why? How?

 ◆ As a newly initiated member of the community, 
this passage offers you specific hopes and 
promises. Does this passage have a different 
meaning for you than it might have had if you 
read it at this time last year?

 ◆ The magnificent story of the “Road to Emmaus” 
describes downcast people who are transformed 
by two things: the breaking open of their sacred 
story and the breaking of the bread. What does 
this do for them? What does practicing our faith 
through regular Mass attendance do for us?

Christian Initiation Groups

April 26, 2020
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http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20130629_enciclica-lumen-fidei_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20130629_enciclica-lumen-fidei_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20130629_enciclica-lumen-fidei_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20130629_enciclica-lumen-fidei_en.html


At Home with the Word® 2020 © 2019, Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Written by Patricia S. Vanni. Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the 
Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with 
permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. 

24

Activities
 ◆ In the story from Acts, we see that a human 
being, Peter, shares his faith, and then God 
acts to convert the hearts of those around him. 
Have you ever experienced this? Can you 
imagine yourself being like Peter, even in a 
small way?

 ◆ There are people today who are, literally, 
enslaved. Others are enslaved by addictions 
and the pressures of the dominant culture. 
Pray for those who are experiencing slavery 
in any of these ways. 

 ◆ Notice that the sheep follow the shepherd 
because they know his voice. Do you know 
the voice of Jesus? How can you get to know 
it better? Write in your journal or share your 
thoughts with someone.

Questions
 ◆ This week, Peter continues the Pentecost exhor
tation we began hearing last week. His convic
tion is powerful. What phrases stand out to 
you? What is revealed in this conversion story?

 ◆ Peter addresses slaves in his letter. They are 
experiencing the evil of oppression and suffering. 
He offers them solace in Jesus Christ. How 
does this passage speak to you?

 ◆ In this Gospel passage, Jesus tells the Pharisees 
that he is the true shepherd of Israel. In the 
catacombs, there is a picture of Jesus carrying 
an injured sheep. Why has this image of the 
“Good Shepherd” captivated Christians for 
more than 2,000 years?

Christian Initiation Groups

May 3, 2020
Fourth Sunday of Easter
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Activities
 ◆ The Twelve use specific criteria to identify 
the seven who will be appointed. What qualities 
must the seven demonstrate? Do you see people 
with those qualities serving your faith com
munity? Write in your journal about what you 
have learned from watching those who have been 
called to additional forms of Christian service.

 ◆ Christ, the cornerstone, is the pattern and 
organizing factor in the Church. Find out about 
cornerstones and what they signify and do.

 ◆ The Gospel we heard today is deeply comforting 
to those who have been separated from some
one they love, either through death or circum
stances. If you know someone who is grieving a 
separation, pray for them by name this week.

Questions
 ◆ In the story from Acts, we see the community 
facing practical needs. What are they? How do 
they respond? What does this reveal for us 
today as our communities grow and change?

 ◆ This week we continue to hear Peter’s letter. 
The rich images in this reading speak to the 
foundation, the “stone,” and the people, the 
Church. How are these images interrelated? 
In what ways do you find this reading inspiring? 

 ◆ The Gospel according to John offers us pro
found reassurances of the continuity of our 
relationship with Jesus. Look at the questions 
that Thomas and Philip pose. Which is one you 
might ask right now? How does Jesus’ answer 
feel to you?

Christian Initiation Groups

May 10, 2020
Fifth Sunday of Easter
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Activities
 ◆ Take the time to read chapters five, six, and 
seven of the Acts of the Apostles. In light of 
the persecution that the community has faced, 
Philip’s fortitude and faith are truly remarkable. 
What does this broader context of his story 
reveal?

 ◆ Peter is deeply confident of Christ’s promise, 
even though his journey has been fraught with 
struggle. Do you know anyone who has stayed 
strong in their faith through great hardship? 
Did you see the qualities Peter suggests in them? 
Write about your experience in your journal.

 ◆ Jesus promises that we will not be orphaned. 
This Gospel passage from John immerses us in 
the power of the Trinity. What does it mean to 
you to love Jesus? How can you live this out? 
Share your thoughts.

Questions
 ◆ The rejection of the early Christians by the 
Jewish establishment is a significant point in 
the growth of the Church. How did it hurt the 
community? How did it benefit the community? 
What do you make of the need for the laying on 
of hands of the people of Samaria? Why is this 
important, and how do we echo that today?

 ◆ In this passage from Peter’s letter, we are 
reminded that the greatest witness to our faith 
is not only that we profess it, but that our lives 
exemplify it. What do you make of the descrip
tion of how we are called to defend our faith? 

 ◆ This Gospel passage speaks to the power of 
the Spirit, who will be sent to us so that we have 
the power to keep the Commandments that 
Jesus has given us. This Spirit is given to us 
and remains with us. Do you feel the power of 
the gift of the Spirit that was conferred in the 
initiation sacraments? How might you deepen 
your sense of God’s Spirit?

Christian Initiation Groups
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Activities
 ◆ In both Christian mysticism and in monastic 
practice, we hear the phrase ora et labora (prayer 
and work). Prayer and work are, for St. Benedict, 
central to the Christian life. What does that 
mean to you? Are these two things in balance 
in your life? Should they be in balance? Write 
your thoughts in your journal.

 ◆ This week, pray that someone who is experienc
ing the love of God for the first time will move 
closer to him through the catechumenate.

 ◆ Where and when can you live the Great 
Commission in your life? Is there someone in 
your life with whom you could share the story 
of your journey of initiation who has not yet 
met the fullness of Christ’s life in the Church 
and its sacraments? Consider sharing your 
experience boldly.

Questions
 ◆ Luke begins the New Testament book of the 
Bible called the Acts of the Apostles by recounting 
the event of Christ’s Ascension into heaven. 
This moment of glory confirms and seals the 
salvific work he has accomplished. It affirms 
God’s promise that we, too, will rise again with 
Christ. In what ways is this story an ending? 
In what ways is it a beginning? 

 ◆ In his letter to the community at Ephesus, 
Paul offers a powerful prayer that those who 
have been converted will move even more 
deeply into the mystery of their faith. What 
comes to mind as you visualize the images in 
this beautiful text?

 ◆ Many significant moments with Jesus take 
place on mountaintops: the Sermon on the 
Mount, the Transfiguration, the Crucifixion, 
and the Ascension. Like Moses, Jesus stands 
and gives people the direction for their lives, 
in this case the “Great Commission.” Is this 
only for people who have been Christians for 
a long time? How are you, a new initiate, called 
to fulfill the challenge of “making disciples”?

Christian Initiation Groups
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Ascension of the Lord
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Activities
 ◆ The number forty is a symbolic number that 
reflects perfection. This week, learn about 
where it appears in the Old and New Testaments, 
and discover its full meaning.

 ◆ Take some time to reflect on the behaviors 
Peter tells people to avoid. They can be expressed 
in dramatic ways and also in subtle, insidious 
ways. Write your insights in your journal.

 ◆ In this Gospel, when Jesus prays, he lifts his 
eyes. Notice where your eyes are when you pray 
in community this week. Notice where your 
priest celebrant’s eyes are at various times in 
the Mass. Try lifting your eyes to heaven when 
you pray the Lord’s Prayer. (There is no firm 
rule about where to direct our eyes during 
prayer. Find what works best for you.)

Questions
 ◆ Place yourself in the shoes of the Apostles. 
They have had a peak experience, and now 
Jesus asks them to return to their homes and 
everyday lives. Does this resonate for you in 
any way as someone who was just initiated? 
How? Why?

 ◆ The readings from the Letter of Peter conclude 
this week. He is exhorting the newly converted 
of Asia Minor. Why do you think he needs to 
tell people not to be ashamed? How is this still 
relevant in our contemporary lives?

 ◆ This passage from John’s account of the Gospel 
has been described as the priestly prayer of 
Jesus. Which portion of it touches you most 
deeply? Why?

Christian Initiation Groups
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Activities
 ◆ Find the Lord’s Prayer in different languages. 
With your group, try praying them simultane
ously to echo the experience of all languages 
being spoken at once. Reflect on what 
you notice.

 ◆ Listen to (or sing along with) the song “One 
Bread, One Body” by John Michael Talbot, 
available on the Internet. What insights emerge?

 ◆ Think of how you celebrate birthdays. They 
often include giving gifts. Give the gift of 
yourself to your local church this week.

Questions
 ◆ The gift of tongues to the disciples in the Acts 
of the Apostles demonstrates the universality of 
the Church. What does it mean to you to have 
joined a global community of faithful people? 

 ◆ In the first sentences of this passage from Paul’s 
letter to the people of Corinth, he points out 
that it is only through the Spirit that we can 
truly proclaim Christ as our Lord. You received 
the Spirit in your initiation. In what ways are 
you different now as a follower than before you 
were received fully into the Church? How are 
you now better equipped to proclaim that 
“Jesus is Lord” to the world?

 ◆ Historically, Pentecost has been considered the 
birth of the Church. What do you notice about 
this birthday? What emotional elements do you 
detect in it? What practical elements? 
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May 31, 2020
Pentecost Sunday



At Home with the Word® 2020 © 2019, Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Written by Patricia S. Vanni. Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the 
Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with 
permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. 

30

Activities
 ◆ Search the Internet for video footage and still 
photos of Mount Sinai and of St. Catherine’s 
Orthodox Monastery at the foot of Mount 
Sinai. Now, with a more vivid idea of the 
setting in which this event occurs, read again 
slowly the First Reading, imagining yourself 
as an observer. Write your thoughts in your 
journal—concerning the place where God 
chooses to reveal himself to Moses, how God 
describes himself to Moses (how he wants to 
be known to his people), and how Moses invites 
God to travel with the people. What are your 
feelings as you “watch” this scene unfold?

 ◆ From the earliest life of the Church, the people 
offered one another the pax, or the kiss of 
peace. Imagine if we did this today! It certainly 
would require lowering our reserve. Consider 
sitting at Mass with someone with whom you 
can exchange the kiss of peace.

 ◆ Again, write in your journal, or discuss with 
a friend the relationship between the First 
Reading and the Gospel. How is the description 
of God in the Gospel similar or different from 
God’s selfrevelation in the Book of Exodus? 
How do you experience personally the awesome 
and somewhat frightening greatness of God as 
well as the “kindness and fidelity” and love?

Questions
 ◆ God renews the covenant with Israel and 
declares his love and fidelity. What is God’s 
reaction in the face of stubbornness and forget
fulness? In what ways do we need to remember 
who God is to the people he has chosen?

 ◆ The three verses of the Second Reading are 
the final words of Paul’s Second Letter to the 
Corinthians. He closes his letter with the 
familiar and powerful Trinitarian blessing. 
What does it mean to you to be blessed in the 
mystery of the God who is ThreeinOne?

 ◆ Our God is so great and gracious! All that we 
have to do is believe, and we have life everlast
ing. What does this promise mean to you? Is 
this belief instantaneous or something that 
develops over a lifetime? Or both?
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Activities
 ◆ The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and 
Blood of Christ (also known as Corpus Christi) 
is an ideal moment to better understand the 
relationship between the Eucharist as food for 
our journey in Christian life and as something 
to be adored. Spend time in adoration this 
week, and pray for insight about how the 
Eucharist flows from the table.

 ◆ On this solemnity in 2013, Pope Francis said, 
“The Eucharist is the sacrament of the commu
nion that takes us out of our individualism so 
that together we live our discipleship, our faith 
in him.” Discuss this with one another. (Find 
the full text of his Corpus Christi homily here 
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2013/05 
/31/fulltextpopefranciscorpuschristi 
homily/.

 ◆ Today, most of us have unlimited supplies of 
bread at our disposal. At the time of Jesus, this 
central foodstuff was not a grocery store trip 
away. Dine on bread this week, but do so with 
attentiveness. See if you discover anything!

Questions
 ◆ Manna and water are given to the people, 
sustaining them in their journey to the prom
ised land. Moses exhorts the people not to 
forget God’s goodness to them. Has God ever 
sustained you with a food “unknown to you 
and your father”? Have you been able to survive 
somehow when you thought you could not?

 ◆ Paul asks the people of Corinth two rhetorical 
questions. How would you answer? In what ways 
does partaking of the one loaf make us one?

 ◆ Jesus offers a vivid image to his Jewish listeners: 
He is “living bread that came down from 
heaven,” evoking the image of manna raining 
down in the wilderness. How does this descrip
tion tie Jesus to the Father’s efforts to care for 
us all those centuries earlier? How is God’s 
newest effort, sending Jesus, different from the 
earlier one?
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Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Questions
 ◆ Which line of the First Reading best expresses 
Jeremiah’s state of mind at the beginning of 
the reading? Which line best expresses his state 
of mind at the end? How did he manage to go 
from one to the other? Has coming to know 
God better encouraged you to turn to God 
more readily? How have you experienced 
that shift?

 ◆ Paul, the author of the Letter to the Romans, 
gave much thought to the power of sin in 
human experience. Only through Jesus Christ 
could his disciples overcome sin. How have 
you experienced Christ helping you to over
come sin?

 ◆ How do you think being afraid for your body 
is different from being afraid for your soul? 
How have you experienced these fears?

Activities
 ◆ During the week talk to a few people whose 
faith you admire and ask them to recall a time 
when they felt everyone was against them. 
How did they tap into their faith in those 
desperate situations?

 ◆ Jesus, through his great act of obedience and 
sacrifice, reversed the sin of Adam. Talk with 
a friend or write in your journal about Jesus’ 
expectation that we will join our own acts of 
sacrifice to his. What might they be? How will 
we recognize the opportunities or needs for 
sacrifices when we see them?

 ◆ Make a list (actually or mentally) of truths, 
issues, or answers to questions that still feel 
concealed to you. Using today’s Gospel, pray 
in confidence to God that when the time is 
right everything you need will be revealed.

Christian Initiation Groups
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Questions
 ◆ Something seems to attract the woman in the 
First Reading to Elisha, the holy man of God. 
What do you think that was? What did she 
hope to learn or experience from him? What 
has attracted you to people of faith?

 ◆ The mystery about Baptism that Paul describes 
in the Second Reading is so deep that even 
after being baptized, Christians are constantly 
pondering that mystery and trying to live into 
it more fully: to become disciples, we must die 
with Christ so that we can rise with him and 
so that we can live our lives as “dead to sin.” 
What does this invitation mean to you at 
this moment?

 ◆ These stark words of Jesus about discipleship 
challenge and guide Christians at every stage 
of their lives. They require us to put Christ 
before everyone and everything else and to 
carry our personal crosses alongside him. 
Which parts of this seem most challenging 
for you at this moment? Which parts make 
a certain sense to you?

Activities
 ◆ In a sense, you are in the process of preparing a 
metaphorical room in your heart for a visitor, 
Jesus Christ, and you are hoping he will remain 
as a permanent resident. Write in your journal 
or talk with a trusted friend about how you are 
furnishing that room so that Christ will have 
everything he needs to redeem and mentor you 
as a disciple.

 ◆ To learn more about how Paul understands 
Baptism as taking away the power of sin (so 
that we become “dead to sin”), read all twenty
three verses of chapter 6 of Paul’s Letter to the 
Romans. (Find the New American Bible, with 
all its helpful footnotes, on the website of the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.)

 ◆ Focusing on the last part of the Gospel, reflect 
on and pray about all that it entails to “receive” 
someone or something. Write in your journal 
or talk with a trusted friend about how one 
becomes more and more receptive and open. 
And as we recognize that receiving is not a 
onetime action, how do we stay alert to and 
patient with the parts of us that cannot yet 
open as we wish they could?

Christian Initiation Groups
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Activities
 ◆ Compare the images in the First Reading and 
the Gospel. Where do you see parallels? What 
do they communicate? Share these insights 
with a friend, or write them in your journal.

 ◆ It is important to understand Paul as pointing 
to the power of the Spirit, not disparaging 
the flesh. Over the centuries, the Church has 
condemned as heretical theologies that disdain 
the human body. Learn something this week 
about the positive Christian anthropology 
of Catholics, perhaps starting with this article 
on the website of the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, concerning those aspects 
of Christian anthropology on which both 
Catholics and Anglicans agree: http://www.
usccb.org/beliefsandteachings/ecumenical 
andinterreligious/ecumenical/anglican 
/imagesofgodanthropology.cfm.

 ◆ The last two musical movements of Handel’s 
Messiah are drawn from the Gospel we read 
today. Take some time to listen to this beautiful 
music, which is often only encountered during 
the Christmas season.

Questions
 ◆ Zechariah describes the Messiah in unexpected 
terms. He is not an exalted king, but rather 
a king filled with humility. What qualities do 
you look for in spiritual leaders? Why? Are you 
open to the unexpected? 

 ◆ Paul asks us to live according to the Spirit, even 
though we dwell in the flesh. What does that 
mean to you? 

 ◆ Jesus comes to us to “reveal” the Father. 
What is revealed to you about God in the 
Person of Jesus? 

Christian Initiation Groups

July 5, 2020
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/ecumenical-and-interreligious/ecumenical/anglican/images-of-god-anthropology.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/ecumenical-and-interreligious/ecumenical/anglican/images-of-god-anthropology.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/ecumenical-and-interreligious/ecumenical/anglican/images-of-god-anthropology.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/ecumenical-and-interreligious/ecumenical/anglican/images-of-god-anthropology.cfm


At Home with the Word® 2020 © 2019, Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Written by Patricia S. Vanni. Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the 
Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with 
permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. 

35

Activities
 ◆ This week, attend to the reader and the readings 
with added concentration. If you feel called, 
consider becoming a minister of the Word in 
your parish community.

 ◆ Suffering is a part of the human condition. 
We know it within us and around us. While 
we do not seek suffering, we know it can be 
transformed in Christ. Offer up to God the 
suffering that you experience or see and pray 
in hope for its transformation.

 ◆ Find the image of the sower and the seed from 
the St. John’s Bible (through the Internet), and 
use it to unpack the meaning of the parable for 
your group.

Questions
 ◆ Isaiah presents a vivid picture of the power of 
the Word springing from the mouth of God. 
Do you relate to the Word in the way Isaiah 
describes? Why or why not?

 ◆ We see suffering today, but humanity has 
always suffered. In Paul’s time, there was great 
suffering in the community due to persecution. 
Still, he holds up the “glorious freedom of the 
children of God” that is now available. How do 
you hold that hope out for people around you? 

 ◆ Jesus often teaches through parables. This 
earthy story reveals great truths about God’s 
Word as described by Isaiah. It always goes 
out, but it is not always received. Reflect on 
the images of the soil. Which type of soil 
are you right now? What would it take for 
you to become incredibly rich soil to receive 
God’s Word?
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Activities
 ◆ Wisdom reveals to us that those who are just 
are kind. Are you kind? How might you be 
kinder? Think about the people in your personal 
and professional life, and write in your journal 
about this issue. Pray that you might increase 
in kindness.

 ◆ In what ways has your catechumenal group 
prayed together? Is there a time that you prayed 
that seems particularly memorable? Why? 
Share your insights with one another.

 ◆ Explore the meaning of these parables using a 
Catholic study Bible, Catholic commentary, or 
other reputable source. What do they say about 
God’s leniency, and the unexpected nature of 
the Kingdom? Share your thoughts.

Questions
 ◆ Unfortunately, the God of Israel is mistakenly 
stereotyped as one of judgment and the Law. 
In fact, God is much more than this. What 
qualities of the God of Israel in this reading do 
you find reassuring? Surprising?

 ◆ Paul offers profound reassurance to the 
Romans and to us: The Spirit will search our 
hearts, know our intentions, and intercede 
for us. What a great promise! Have you ever 
encountered the “groaning” of the Spirit in 
your life?

 ◆ This week, three parables speak to the growth 
of the Kingdom of God. Look at the parables 
individually. What do they point to? How do 
they speak to patience? Why must God be 
patient with his people? 
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 ◆ Solomon requests gifts that are not for his own 
benefit but for the benefit of the people around 
him. Pray this week to grow in some selfless 
gift that would make you a stronger and more 
loving leader.

 ◆ Our ultimate goal is nothing less than con
forming ourselves to the life of Christ. Do you 
think of yourself as a brother or sister to the 
firstborn, Jesus Christ? Pray this week to 
“Christ, my brother.”

 ◆ What would you be willing to give up for the 
Kingdom? Write your thoughts in your journal.

Questions
 ◆ King Solomon entreats God even though he is a 
youth. Notice what he asks for. How does God 
respond? What does this tell us about humility 
in the face of power?

 ◆ Paul addresses us here as a group, not as 
 individuals. We are called to a common journey 
of right relationship and divine promise. You 
have been part of a circle of initiation. Are you 
still connected? What would help you make 
the transition to broader connections in the 
parish community?

 ◆ Today we hear the last of the seven Kingdom 
parables of Jesus. What do you make of the 
idea of a treasure that is hidden for some time, 
and then suddenly found and claimed? 
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Activities
 ◆ Consider the difference between the spiritual 
banquet Isaiah and Jesus offer and the sort of 
festivity that people in our culture often seek 
(and merchants are eager to sell them). Discuss 
with others the ways in which we, as a culture, 
spend our money on “what fails to satisfy.” 
Pray about your insights.

 ◆ Are there circumstances around you that weigh 
on you right now? Try rewriting the second 
paragraph of the reading from Paul to reflect 
your confidence in Christ Jesus: “For I am 
convinced that neither unemployment nor 
loss of income   .   .   .” and so forth. Pray this 
prayer this week.

 ◆ Jesus is fleeing Herod and grieving John. 
Still, he comes to shore to meet the needs of 
people. How do the disciples show that they 
still have much to learn about the spiritual life? 
How is Jesus trying to teach them? How does 
this speak to our role as his disciples? How can 
we learn what he wants to teach? Write your 
thoughts in your journal.

Questions
 ◆ Today’s reading from Isaiah makes the banquet 
of the Lord vivid for people who are impover
ished and despairing. How does this reading 
speak to you?

 ◆ When we are having a peak positive experience, 
it is easy to feel God’s presence. When things 
are very, very difficult, we may fear that God 
has abandoned us. Here, Paul offers reassurance 
about the presence of God through persecution, 
loss, and other forms of human distress. Are 
there things in your heart or mind that you fear 
would separate you from God? Can you find 
solace here?

 ◆ The feeding of the five thousand is among the 
most compelling miracles Jesus performed. 
Sometimes, we wish that Jesus was present in 
person still to perform miracles of feeding for 
us. How is he still food and sustenance for us? 
What ritual words and gestures do you see in 
this reading?
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Activities
 ◆ Elijah seeks God, but finds him not in the 
wind, the earthquake, or the fire, but the “tiny 
whispering sound.” Many of us would prefer 
the drama of a burning bush that produces the 
voice of God, but what we get instead is the 
still, small voice within. Do you hear this voice? 
How do you discern what is God’s message and 
not something other? How can you cultivate 
your attention to God’s movements within? 
Write your thoughts in your journal.

 ◆ It is hard to find moments of silence in our 
busy, loud culture. This week, notice how 
“plugged in” you are. Do you make time for 
silence? When? If you don’t, is there a time you 
could give to God that you normally give to 
some device or media?

 ◆ It is said that faith and fear are two sides of one 
coin. One cannot be in a state of fear and be in 
faith, and vice versa. What do you think? Talk 
with a friend, or write in your journal about 
your thoughts.

Questions
 ◆ Elijah escapes to a cave on Mount Horeb, which 
is another name for Mount Sinai. This is the 
same place where Moses encountered God 
in the burning bush and received the Ten 
Commandments. What is similar in the two 
stories of meeting God—Moses’ meeting and 
Elijah’s? What is different?

 ◆ What factors are contributing to Paul’s terrible 
anguish about his people? What do you know 
about Paul that helps explain his dilemma?

 ◆ The disciples are being tossed at sea, and Jesus 
goes to them in the storm. Peter reaches out to 
him in faith, but then he starts to drown. What 
distracts his attention away from the Teacher? 
What happens to you when your faith wavers? 
What is the corrective?
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Activities
 ◆ Sometimes, people who are new to Christianity 
can have an even deeper sense of its meaning 
than those who have been Christian for a long 
time. Why is that? In what ways has God’s 
promise of inclusivity come true in your life? 
Write your thoughts in your journal.

 ◆ Nostra Aetate is the document from the Second 
Vatican Council (1962–1965) on the relation
ship between the Church and nonChristian 
religions. It is available on the Internet. Read 
section four, and see if you discover anything 
you didn’t know.

 ◆ The woman’s love for her child emboldens her 
to keep pursuing Jesus. What role does our love 
for one another play in our prayers? Should 
we ever hesitate to ask for what we need? 
Write your thoughts in your journal.

Questions
 ◆ All people will be welcome on God’s “holy 
mountain” says the Lord. This universal call to 
salvation is a challenge for the people of Israel, 
who had come to believe that they were God’s 
only people. What two things must foreigners 
do to gain entry into the Temple?

 ◆ “The gifts and the call of God are irrevocable,” 
says Paul. What does this mean for the Jews? 
For the Gentiles? For all of us?

 ◆ The Canaanite woman is persistent. Even after 
Jesus ignores her and the disciples urge him to 
get rid of her, she continues to plead for her 
child. What do you make of her interaction 
with Jesus? What lessons might we draw from 
this, both personally and collectively?
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Activities
 ◆ The psalms are a rich treasure of prayer, 
expressing every sort of human response to 
life. Do you notice that often the refrain of the 
Responsorial Psalm we sing on Sunday will 
float into your mind during the week? It’s a 
good way to carry the prayer with you through
out your days. Pray today’s psalm each day 
during the week and memorize the refrain so 
that you can repeat it throughout each day.

 ◆ Paul is caught up in praise of God as he com
pletes his letter to the people in Rome. He 
challenges them to let go of anything that 
confuses them and to join him in embracing 
the mystery of God. In what ways is God a 
mystery to you? In what ways is your faith a 
mystery? Is this a positive or negative thing? 
Write your thoughts in your journal.

 ◆ Pop some popcorn and watch the classic film 
Keys of the Kingdom, starring Gregory Peck.

Questions
 ◆ Shebna has been presumptuous, building for 
himself a sumptuous tomb. The prophet takes 
great offense, and the Lord speaks of him being 
supplanted by Eliakim, a rival. What does it 
mean to be a worthy servant? What do you 
make of the idea that people can be presumptu
ous about God’s favor?

 ◆ Paul is joyful in the face of the inscrutable 
reality of God. Can you identify with this 
reaction, or does it seem strange to you? Is this 
a typical human reaction to not understanding 
something? How do you experience people 
who are challenged by the mystery of God?

 ◆ Jesus hands the “keys to the kingdom of 
heaven” to the frail yet faithful Peter. So begins 
the succession of what we now call the papacy. 
What do you know about this great office of 
servant leadership?
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Activities
 ◆ What does it mean to have a heart that is on 
fire? Find an illustration of this. Who is fre
quently depicted with a heart that is on fire? 
What would it mean for you to have a heart on 
fire for God?

 ◆ Find a prayer, such as the Prayer of St. Francis, 
that speaks to sacrificing oneself for God, and 
pray it this week.

 ◆ What drew you to Jesus? Were you attracted by 
his promises? Did you come to him through 
the experience of a cross? Do you recognize 
that suffering may be part of your journey with 
him? Write your thoughts in your journal.

Questions
 ◆ Jeremiah rebels in the midst of his suffering. 
And yet, he cannot stop speaking of God—it is 
like a fire burning in his heart. He is literally 
consumed by his need to proclaim God’s 
message. Have you ever encountered someone 
like this? Have you ever felt God’s word burn
ing in your heart? Do you feel for Jeremiah?

 ◆ What does it mean to offer oneself as a “living 
sacrifice”? Can you imagine giving yourself, 
each day, to God? What do you think happens 
when we make this offering?

 ◆ Peter is the “rock,” but he is also very human. 
Here he reacts dramatically to the idea that 
Jesus must suffer and die. He even rebukes the 
Lord! What do you make of Jesus’ response? 
What do you think Peter’s reaction was to the 
idea that to save his life he must lose his life? 
What is your reaction?
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Activities
 ◆ Are there people in your life that you look out 
for? Who are they? What do you do? What 
does it mean to look out for someone spiritually? 
Keeping in mind that this reading is not a call 
to selfrighteous actions, write about your 
thoughts in your journal.

 ◆ Rabbi Hillel was an older contemporary of 
Jesus. Among his most famous sayings is this: 
“That which is hateful to you, do not do to your 
fellow. That is the whole Torah; the rest is the 
explanation; go and learn.” In what ways is this 
similar to what Paul says? In what ways does 
it differ? Write your responses to Paul’s injunc
tion in your journal.

 ◆ Pray about the possibility of using Jesus’  
pattern for personal reconciliation in a  
relationship in your life where there is  
distance or pain.

Questions
 ◆ Ezekiel is told that he is “appointed watchman.” 
What does this mean? What is he called to do? 
How do you interpret Ezekiel’s role of lookout 
for the greater community?

 ◆ Paul tells us that the only thing we are to owe 
one another is love. Do you agree that we owe 
one another love? How? Why?

 ◆ Matthew recounts Jesus’ counsel on how we 
are to reconcile with one another when we have 
been hurt. What are the four steps?
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Activities
 ◆ It’s difficult to fathom the depths of God’s mercy 
and to get a feel for how we would begin to 
emulate it. But the Responsorial Psalm provides 
a wonderful prayer for living into those depths. 
Slowly, mindfully, pray that prayer each day 
this week, bringing to it some of the things in 
your past (or present) for which you most 
desire mercy. 

 ◆ Today’s Second Reading is part of a larger 
argument Paul is making about the charity 
we owe our neighbors. Read all of chapter 14 
of Paul’s Letter to the Romans to see how much 
we should be willing to emulate Christ’s self
sacrificing love for us in our daytoday rela
tionships. As you reflect on Paul’s teaching, do 
you feel yourself being attracted to learning 
how to love neighbors more fully, or does Paul’s 
model seem way too lofty and unrealistic?

 ◆ Alone or with some friends, think about Jesus’ 
teaching style in his Gospel parable. Make 
some notes about the way he tells his story. 
What is the psychology at work? How does he 
draw us in to empathize with the unforgiving 
servant in the beginning? How do we become 
outraged when the reversal comes in the second 
part? How do we feel when the king metes out 
chilling justice? Who blows the whistle on the 
unforgiving servant? What significance do you 
think that has for the teaching?

Questions
 ◆ Notice the artful way the author of the First 
Reading has in talking about how sinners “hug” 
wrath and anger tight. What anger and desires 
for vengeance have haunted you in the past? 
Are you still hugging them, or does it feel like 
they’re still hugging you?

 ◆ Here is a deep mystery for seekers, catechumens, 
and elect. We humans, who hold onto our 
lives so tightly, are being told that our lives and 
deaths no longer belong to us when we become 
disciples. We belong to the Lord. What would 
motivate Christ to put himself through so 
much so that he could claim us on both sides 
of the grave? What sort of love could that be?

 ◆ Given the conversation between Peter and Jesus 
at the beginning of the Gospel, and the intricate 
parable Jesus tells as a result, why do you think 
it’s so difficult for the disciples — and for all of 
us — to catch on to the idea of limitless mercy? 
Where do you feel you are standing in that 
continuum? 
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Activities
 ◆ Isaiah speaks with urgency, asking us to act. 
On the other hand, he warns that we may not 
understand the mystery of God’s ways. What 
does this paradox mean to you? Write your 
thoughts in your journal.

 ◆ Paul longs for his reward in Christ, yet knows 
that his life, including this imprisonment, has 
something to offer the community. Do you 
have a sense of how God is using your life for 
his purposes? Use your journal to explore 
your thoughts.

 ◆ This parable, which is about God’s unreason
able goodness and generosity, reminds us that 
no matter when we come to God, we receive the 
fullness of his love, his grace, and his promise. 
What does this mean to you as someone who 
was initiated as an adult? Share your thoughts 
with one another. If not, share them in your 
journal or with a friend.

Questions
 ◆ Isaiah reminds the people (and us) that we 
will not always understand the ways of God. 
Has this been your experience? How? When? 
Why is this an important truth for faithful 
people to embrace?

 ◆ Paul is candid as he describes the pull he feels. 
He writes to a community for which he feels 
great love, and about which he believes deeply. 
What is Paul modeling for each of us?

 ◆ The parable of the landowner flies in the face 
of what is normative in most cultures. How? 
What is your reaction? How might Christians 
be called to reconcile the differences between 
the Gospel and the dominant culture in which 
they live?
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Activities
 ◆ Read all of chapter eighteen of Ezekiel to place 
this Sunday’s reading in its rich, fuller context.

 ◆ Former mayor of New York Ed Koch used 
to ask the people, “How’m I doin’?” This is a 
good question for each of us to ask, both as 
individuals and, in view of Paul’s call for unity 
of mind, as communities. Write your thoughts 
in your journal. 

 ◆ Take a sheet of paper and divide it into two 
columns. At the top of one, write, “What I say.” 
At the top of the other, write, “What I do.” 
See where there is harmony and where there 
is dissonance. Use the Serenity Prayer to 
pray about these matters: “God grant me the 
serenity to accept the things I cannot change,  
courage to change the things I can, and wisdom 
to know the difference.”

Questions
 ◆ God is responding to people who are claiming 
that they are behaving as they are because of 
their parents. The Lord says no; humans are 
responsible for their own actions. What does 
this observation mean in your life?

 ◆ Paul is speaking to his muchloved community 
at Philippi. He charges them to be unified in 
thought “of the same mind, with the same love” 
and also to have in them “the same attitude 
that is also in Christ Jesus.” This is a very high 
standard. How is it even possible for humans 
to emulate Christ’s example?

 ◆ In the Gospel, the priests and elders demon
strate that they know the right answer to Jesus’ 
question, and yet they cannot seem to act on it. 
Why is that? How is that part of the human 
condition? What is required to overcome this 
sort of resistance?
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Activities
 ◆ The dramatic allegorical song presented by 
Isaiah operates on numerous levels. What does 
the vineyard represent? See if you can uncover 
more than one possibility through your reading.

 ◆ Do you ever feel like you are in need of a deeper 
peace in your life? Pray with this passage from 
Paul’s letter each day this week.

 ◆ A sign outside a church once read, “God wants 
good fruits, not religious nuts!” Jesus says that 
it is by the fruit that we will be known. Why is 
this important? Why is it not enough to simply 
be pious without works? Write about your 
thoughts in your journal and share them with 
one another.

Questions
 ◆ The owner of the vineyard did everything 
possible, and yet the grapes were wild. What 
does this convey to you about God? About 
God’s people? What are the consequences?

 ◆ This exquisite passage from Paul’s Letter to the 
Philippians is so relevant in this age of anxiety. 
What does Paul present as an antidote? What is 
the result?

 ◆ Jesus turns the parable of Isaiah on its head for 
his listeners. He is very clear that the vineyard 
is precious and not to be taken for granted. 
In what ways were his listeners complacent 
about God’s gifts and call? In what ways are we? 
In what ways are you?
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Activities
 ◆ Feasting and fasting are practices that date 
back to the earliest life of the Church. With 
your initiation community (or by yourself), 
try to plan regular times for both fasting and 
feasting as spiritual practices. What have these 
experiences revealed to you when you have 
carried them out mindfully in the past?

 ◆ Is this a time that is lean or a time that 
is  abundant for your family? How are you 
responding to that reality, whatever it is? 
Do you have more to learn about dealing 
graciously with the circumstances that life 
presents? Share your thoughts with a friend 
or in your journal.

 ◆ There are many ways to explore the rich mean
ings of the Eucharist in our lives: through 
reading, attending lectures, talking with others, 
and through your own prayerful practices. 
Besides the teachings on the Eucharist in the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, two well
respected books with which you might begin 
are Kevin W. Irwin’s Models of the Eucharist 
and Jeremy Driscoll’s What Happens at Mass.

Questions
 ◆ Banqueting is an image that appears frequently 
in our sacred stories. To share food and drink 
with people was the most powerful way to 
share the shalom of God. Why do you think the 
image of a sumptuous meal was so important? 
What does it signify today? Does it still retain 
power? For whom? 

 ◆ Paul has learned to live through times of “need” 
and times of “abundance.” Here, we see one 
way that he has been sustained. What is it? 
And why is support for one another so critical 
in the Christian life?

 ◆ These two parables of the king and his banquet 
tell us much about the feast that God has 
provided in Christ Jesus and how it has been 
received. What are your reactions to these harsh 
images? Why are many invited but few chosen? 
Who is in the banquet hall but unprepared? 
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Activities
 ◆ Cyrus was unique in his time because 
he allowed the cultures that he conquered 
to practice their own religions. We live in a 
very pluralistic culture. Discuss the tension 
between respecting other religions and the 
task of evangelization. How do Catholics 
approach this? 

 ◆ To better understand how the Church views 
nonChristian religions, read the document, 
Nostra Aetate, from the Second Vatican Council, 
available through the Internet. What does it 
say about persecution and human dignity? 
Discuss this.

 ◆ What is “Caesar’s”? What is God’s? What is the 
challenge of sorting out this reality? How do 
you do it? Share your insights with others.

Questions
 ◆ God uses a pagan king to achieve his goal of 
rebuilding the Temple in Jerusalem. Calling 
him “anointed” was truly radical. What is your 
reaction to the notion that God can use a 
nonbeliever in this way? Do you know people 
who do not acknowledge God? Can you imagine 
that God might lead them to contribute to the 
realization of his Kingdom? 

 ◆ To pay taxes to Caesar was to acknowledge 
that there was a sovereign other than God. 
Remember that Caesar claimed to be himself 
a god. Commentators tell us that the answer 
that Jesus gave to the Pharisees was in fact the 
answer they would have given based on Genesis 
1:26. What is Jesus saying here about the power 
of the Empire? What is he saying to those who 
are trying to trip him up?

 ◆ Jesus avoids the entrapment of the Pharisees. 
But what may be most intriguing about his 
response is the way he actually gives them more 
than they ask for—he builds off the comment 
about Caesar by exhorting them to give to God 
what is God’s. Which is a greater challenge to 
them? To us?
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Activities
 ◆ The passage from Exodus is rich with images 
that Jesus will later evoke as he deals with 
Jewish adversaries and critics. Can you identify 
a few of them?

 ◆ The Greek community of Thessalonica was 
unique and important because the city was an 
international crossroad. To plant the Gospel 
there was to potentially engage many cultures. 
Paul, as well as his coworkers Timothy and 
Silas, were persecuted for their efforts, which 
were successful. Think of some diverse location 
where you might want to see the Gospel planted. 
Where would that be? Why? How does a 
diverse community contribute to the faith?

 ◆ Love is a core theme in our lives as Christians, 
as this week’s readings underscore. How has 
love been expressed in and among your RCIA 
community? Reflect together on this observation 
by spiritual writer Henry J. M. Nouwen: “Every 
time we make the decision to love someone, we 
open ourselves to great suffering, because those 
we most love cause us not only great joy but 
also great pain. The greatest pain comes from 
leaving. When the child leaves home   .   .   .   when 
the beloved friend departs to another country 
or dies   .   .   .   the pain of the leaving can tear us 
apart. Still, if we want to avoid the suffering 
of leaving, we will never experience the joy of 
loving. And love is stronger than fear, life stron
ger than death, hope stronger than despair. 
We have to trust that the risk of loving is always 
worth taking.” 

Questions
 ◆ Read the passage from Exodus and reflect on its 
injunctions. What part of it seems to relate to 
the Gospel? How do these principles still shape 
our faith?

 ◆ Think about the idea of a single community 
acting as a model for all believers. How has 
your RCIA community been such a model? 
Your faith community? The diocese in which 
you live? The Catholic Church as a whole?

 ◆ The Pharisees may or may not have been 
sincere in asking Jesus this question about 
the greatest commandment, but we can be 
grateful to them that they invited such a  
crystalclear answer for all of us. How well are 
you living this fundamental set of directions 
from the Lord?
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Activities
 ◆ The reading from 1 John says the world “did 
not know him” (3:1). Decide to make God 
better known by speaking of or acting on God’s 
influence in your life at least once a day.

 ◆ Decide on at least one way you can simplify 
your life to make more room for you to focus 
on how you might better live the Beatitudes.

 ◆ This is a good opportunity to learn more about 
the saints. Find books at your parish or public 
library, or use your favorite search engine to 
find brief biographies of saints that interest you. 
Particularly striking artistic depictions of the 
saints can be found on the tapestries decorating 
the nave of Our Lady of the Angels Cathedral 
in Los Angeles. From the main page of the 
website (http://www.olacathedral.org/), click 
on “art,” then “tapestries,” and then choose 
“view north tapestries gallery” and “view south 
tapestries gallery.” These are people you want 
to befriend!

Questions
 ◆ Do the Beatitudes resonate in your spirituality? 
Which do you find most challenging to live?

 ◆ Do you know people who have suffered for the 
sake of righteousness? Do you think you could 
do it without anger or cynicism?

 ◆ How do you feel about the image of Christ 
as a lamb? Does it seem fitting or beneath 
his exalted position? What attitudes or  
commitment does that image call you to?
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Activities
 ◆ Today’s Responsorial Psalm offers a beautiful 
opportunity for meditation. Whether you sing 
the refrain your parish uses on Sunday, read 
the psalm aloud, or pray the entire piece silently, 
it is the perfect prayer for a soul growing in 
intimacy with God.

 ◆ If you find that art stimulates your spiritual 
reflection, consider drawing or painting your 
interpretation of today’s Responsorial Psalm 
or Paul’s interpretation of the Second Coming. 
Consider showing and discussing what you 
make with other trusted friends.

 ◆ Scripture offers food for many interpretations. 
It can be thoughtprovoking to consult the 
homilies of some of our famous early Christian 
saints to see how they read this passage. 
Find excerpts from homilies by St. Macarios, 
St. John Chrysostom, and St. Gregory the  
Great at http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com 
/2011/04/3holyfathersonparableoften.html 
and one by St. Augustine at http://www.new 
advent.org/fathers/160343.htm .

Questions
 ◆ We hear often that although it may feel like we 
have been pursuing God, on the contrary God 
always calls us first. In a similar way, wisdom, 
personified as a woman, eagerly comes out to 
meet us. Where are some of the places the First 
Reading says we might find her? Where have 
you encountered her?

 ◆ Paul believed the Second Coming (sometimes 
called the Parousia) would take place in his 
lifetime and the Second Reading describes his 
understanding of how it would unfold. In this 
vivid scene Christians living on earth are swept 
up to “meet the Lord in the air.” Of course, 
no one knows precisely what will happen, but 
Paul’s simple trust that Christians “shall always 
be with the Lord” is a good foundation.

 ◆ Parables — teaching stories — are not like mod
ern fiction, and certainly not like documenta
ries. They are carefully constructed plots with 
symbolic characters and objects intended to 
lead the listener to certain conclusions. Although 
some readers might be uncomfortable that the 
wise virgins were not willing to share their oil, 
this is not a teaching about sharing and gener
osity; it is a teaching about the spiritual, inner 
preparation each Christian must make in 
order to be ready for the Bridegroom. Can one 
borrow or purchase spiritual resources? What 
is this work we should be doing to prepare?
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Activities
 ◆ Read chapter thirtyone of the Book of 
Proverbs in its entirety. You may be surprised 
to see the types of tasks that this woman 
successfully completes. Notice which ones the 
Lectionary reading includes, and which it 
excludes. Discuss this together.

 ◆ Throughout the life of the Christian community, 
there has been interest in the timing of the 
Second Coming of Jesus Christ. In some cases, 
this has led to obsession and misunderstanding. 
Learn more about the Parousia this week. 
Do you feel ready for the arrival of Christ? 
Why or why not? Write about your thoughts 
in your journal.

 ◆ God gave us the earth as our home and 
entrusted it to our care. This week, read 
Renewing the Earth, the powerful and poetic 
pastoral statement issued by the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops in 1991 (http://
www.usccb.org/issuesandaction/humanlife 
anddignity/environment/renewingthe 
earth.cfm).

Questions
 ◆ The “worthy wife” is a treasure to her husband 
and to the Lord. How does this woman 
serve the Lord? Why is she to be extolled? 
How might she be a metaphor for a devout 
person of either gender?

 ◆ Paul was certain that the Second Coming could 
occur at any moment. He taught his communi
ties to attend to their spiritual preparations 
rather than being distracted with earthly life. 
Here he expresses his confidence that the 
community at Thessalonica will be ready for 
the “day of the Lord.” From what he says, how 
must Christians live as they wait for the fulfill
ment of this promise? How must we live?

 ◆ In the parable of the talents, three servants 
are given money by their master. How do you 
interpret the different actions of the servants 
and the master’s response? What sort of action 
would you infer is appropriate for us?
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Activities
 ◆ Today we are celebrating a solemnity—the 
Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 
Universe. Two weeks ago we celebrated the 
Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica. 
Do you know the difference between a solem
nity, a feast, and a memorial? Find out more 
about each this week.

 ◆ In the readings today, we encounter the image 
of a king and hear Christ described as sitting 
on a throne when he comes for the Last 
Judgment. Think of all the other images of 
Christ we have encountered: Suffering Servant, 
lamb, shepherd, healer, teacher, and so forth. 
On this last Sunday of the liturgical year, does 
it seem appropriate to you to end with the 
image of Christ as King of the Universe? 

 ◆ What are the activities that distinguish sheep 
from goats in the parable? Are these works of 
mercy part of your faith practice? Write in your 
thoughts in your journal.

Questions
 ◆ The reading from Ezekiel reveals to us that 
the Good Shepherd imagery that appears 
so frequently in the Gospel accounts and 
Epistles embodies a deeply Jewish notion 
of God. What phrases are similar to those used 
in New Testament passages? Why would the 
image of a shepherd be so powerful for people 
in exile? 

 ◆ In the Gospel, it is clear that the imagery Jesus 
used to describe his Second Coming would be 
quite familiar to his Jewish audience. What new 
twists in the scenario might have startled them? 
What features of the scenario particularly grab 
our attention?

 ◆ In Matthew’s Gospel account, why do you 
think that doing good for the least and not just 
anyone is critical to Jesus? What would the 
world be like if Christians fulfilled this vision?
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