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PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL – UNIVERSAL PRAYER – INTERCESSIONS 
 

In the intercessions at a funeral liturgy, the community responds to the proclamation of the Word of God by 

praying for the deceased and all the dead, for the bereaved and all who mourn, and for all present. 

 

Some of the intentions below are taken from the Order of Christian Funerals, some from the Roman Missal; 

some are adapted versions of those in the rite, others are added. 

 

Intercessions from the rite may be used or adapted to the circumstances, or new intercessions may be 

composed. When writing intercessions, consider including a reference to the readings of the liturgy. (Some 

of the examples below contain references to Scripture or Psalms.) 

 

The prayers below have been collected in groups. 

 Pray for the one who has died, perhaps referring to their baptism and reception of the Eucharist. 

 Pray for family, friends and all who mourn. 

 Pray for all who have died. 

 Possibly pray for the Church (all its members, not just the Pope and bishops!). 

 Pray for the world – any particular needs at the time of writing, for justice and peace, for the poor, the 

oppressed, migrants, refugees. 

 

N.B. Some of these intercessions, taken from the OCF (e.g. those at the graveside), have been adapted here 

to standardise the format as for the Prayer of Faithful at Mass, i.e.: 

 the introduction addresses the assembly, 

 the intentions for prayer (intercessions) are invitations to the assembly to pray for particular needs 

(they are not addressed to Jesus or God), 

 the closing prayer is addressed to God. 

 

After each intention, the reader should pause for a moment to allow the assembly to pray (and to pray 

themselves), before saying “Lord, in your mercy…”. 

 

Select an introduction, some intercessions (or compose your own) – about 6 – and a concluding prayer. 

 

 

 



INTRODUCTIONS 

 

 The priest, deacon or lay leader begins: 

  

God, the almighty Father, raised Christ his Son from the dead; 

 with confidence we ask him to save all his people, living and dead. 

OR 

 In faith, let us call upon God the almighty Father, 

 who raised Christ is Son from the dead, 

 as we pray for the salvation of the living and the dead. 

OR 

My dear friends, 

let us join with one another in praying to God, 

not only for our departed brother/sister, 

but also for the Church, for the world, and for ourselves. 

 

 

INTERCESSIONS 

 

A deacon or reader then continues: 

 

 Baptism and Eucharist (a selection) 

 

For, N., who in baptism was given the pledge of eternal life, 

that he/she may now be admitted to the company of the saints. 
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

 

For our brother/sister who ate the Body of Christ, the bread of life, 

that he/she may be raised up on the last day. 
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

 

(Or these could be combined: ) 

(For our brother/sister, N., who in baptism was given the pledge of eternal life, 

and who ate the Body of Christ, the bread of life, 

that he/she may be admitted to the company of saints and raised up on the last day.) 
 

(Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer.) 

 

 

Those who have died (a selection) 

 

For our deceased relatives and friends and for all who have helped us, 

that they may be rewarded for their kindness. 
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

 

For those who have fallen asleep in the hope of rising again, 

that they may see God face to face. 
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

OR 

For those who have fallen asleep in the hope of the resurrection, 

that God will welcome them into the light of his face. 
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

 



For our deceased relatives and friends, 

and all who have died and gone before us, marked with the sign of faith, 

that they may have an everlasting place in heaven 

and take their place at the banquet prepared for them. 
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

 

For all those who have died from COVID-19: 

that our merciful and loving Lord may give eternal rest to them 

as well as consolation to their families and loved ones who mourn. 
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

 

For all those who trusted in the Lord and now sleep in the Lord, 

and for all whose faith is known to him alone: 

that they will receive refreshment, rest and peace. 
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

 

For those who have died and those who mourn. 

We pray for those affected by Covid 19 

and for victims of violence and natural disasters. 
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

 

 

Family, friends and all who mourn (a selection) 

 

For the family and friends of our brother/sister N., (and for all who mourn): 

that they may be consoled in their grief by the Lord, 

who wept at the death of his friend Lazarus. 
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

 

For the family and friends of N. who seek comfort and consolation, 

that the Lord will heal their pain and dispel the darkness and doubt that comes from grief. 
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

 

 

For all of us assembled here (a selection) 

 

For all of us assembled here (physically or virtually) to worship in faith, 

that we may be gathered together again in God’s (glorious) kingdom. 
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

OR 

For all of us assembled here in faith and confidence to pray for our brother/sister N: 

that our hope may be strengthened as we await the coming of our Saviour. 
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

 

 

For the Church and the world (a selection) 

 

For all who are sick and suffering, and for those who care for them. 
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

 



For the Church – bishops, priests and people: 

may our faith in the risen Christ be strengthened and renewed 

so that we may proclaim the Good News with energy and love. 
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

OR 

For all members of the Church – clergy and lay faithful: 

as disciples of Christ, may we show his face to others 

and lead them to him by the way we live our lives. 
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

 

For those who hold public office, 

and those who assist them in promoting the common good. 
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

OR 

For political leaders around the world: 

that God’s Spirit of wisdom will guide them in making decisions 

 rooted in the service of justice and peace, 

upholding the innate dignity of every human being, the rights of those in poverty, 

and the needs of those who are frequently neglected or forgotten by society. 
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

 

For captives and all held in prison. 
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

 

For peace among nations. 
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

 

For the elderly, and all who suffer from isolation and sickness, 

that they may be strengthened by our love of them as brothers and sisters. 
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

 

For the sick, the suffering and the oppressed, 

and all who are burdened by the cares of life, 

especially those struggling with the social and economic effects of the current pandemic 

– the poor, the lonely, the unemployed, migrants and refugees: 

that they will find rest for their souls 

and hope in the Lord who gives strength to the wearied and the powerless. 
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

 

For dialogue, understanding and a spirit of unity 

between Christians and those of other faiths. 
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

 

 

Other intentions 

 

In the silence of our hearts, we remember our own intentions 

and those for which others have asked us to pray.  
 

Lord, in your mercy: R/ Hear our prayer. 

 



CONCLUDING PRAYERS 

 

Concluding prayer by the presider. 

 

 God, our shelter and our strength, 

 you listen in love to the cry of your people: 

 hear the prayers we offer for our departed brother/sister, N. 

 Cleanse him/her and all the faithful departed of their sins 

 and grant them the fullness of redemption. 

 Through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

OR  

 O God, Creator and Redeemer of all the faithful, 

 grant to the soul of your departed servants 

 release from all their sins. 

 Hear our prayers for those we love 

 and give them the pardon they have always desired. 

 Through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

OR 

 (This is also used in the OCF as an Opening Prayer during the Easter season) 

God of loving kindness, 

 listen favourably to our prayers: 

 strengthen our belief that your Son has risen from the dead 

 and our hope that your servant N. will also rise again. 

 Through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

OR 

 In our grief we turn to you, O Lord, 

 the God of love, always ready to hear our cries. 

 Listen to our prayers for your servant, N., 

 whom you have called from this world: 

 lead him/her to your kingdom of light and peace 

 and count him/her among the saints in glory. 

 Through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

OR 

To you, O God, the dead do not die, 

and in death our life is changed, not ended. 

Hear our prayers 

and grant to the soul of your servant N. 

a kindly welcome, cleansing of sin, 

release from the chains of death, and entry into everlasting life. 

 Through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

OR 

 God of all consolation, 

 hear our prayers, and open our hearts to your word, 

 so that, listening to it, we may comfort one another, 

 finding light in time of darkness and faith in time of doubt. 

 Through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

OR 

 



 Almighty and eternal God, 

 hear our prayers for your servant, N., 

 whom you have summoned out of this world. 

Forgive his/her sins and failings 

and grant him/her a place of refreshment, light and peace. 

Let him/her pass unharmed through the gates of death 

accept him/her into your safe-keeping, 

and on the great day of judgement, 

raise him/her up with all the saints to inherit your eternal kingdom. 

 Through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

OR 

 O Lord, hear our prayers for our brother/sister N., 

 whom we humbly entrust into your hands. 

 In this life you embraced him/her with your tender love; 

 deliver him/her now from every evil 

 and bid him/her enter eternal rest. 

Welcome him/her into paradise, 

where there will be no sorrow, no weeping nor pain, 

but the fullness of peace and joy with your Son and the Holy Spirit 

for ever and ever. 

 Amen. 

OR 

May the prayer of those who cry to you, O Lord, 

 benefit the souls of your servants: 

 free them, we pray, from all their sins 

 and make them sharers in your redemption. 

 Through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

OR 

 (This is also one of the Opening Prayers in the OCF) 

O God, to whom mercy and forgiveness belong, 

 hear our prayers on behalf of your servant N., 

 whom you have called from this world; 

 and because he/she put his/her hope and trust in you, 

 command that he/she be carried safely home to heaven 

 and come to enjoy your eternal reward. 

 Through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

OR 

 (This is also one of the Opening Prayers in the OCF. Not to be used when cremation follows.) 

O God, in whom sinners find mercy and the saints find joy, 

we pray to you for our brother/sister N., 

whose body we honour with Christian burial, 

that he/she may be delivered from the bonds of death. 

admit him/her to the joyful company of your saints 

and raise him/her up on the last day 

to rejoice in your presence for ever. 

 Through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



OR 

 (For one who worked in service of the Gospel) 

 Loving God, 

 we humbly ask your mercy for your servant N., 

 who worked so generously to spread the Good News: 

 grant him/her the reward of his/her labours 

 and bring him/her safely to your promise land. 

 Through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

OR 

 (For an elderly person) 

 God of endless ages, 

 from one generation to the next you have been our refuge and strength. 

 Before the mountains were born or the earth came to be, you are God. 

 Have mercy now on your servant N., 

 whose long life was spent in your service. 

 Give him/her a place in your kingdom, 

 where hope is firm for all who love 

 and rest is sure for all who serve. 

 Through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

OR 

 (For an elderly person) 

 God of mercy, 

 look kindly on your servant N. who has set down the burden of his/her years. 

As he/she served you faithfully throughout his/her life, 

may you give him/her the fullness of your peace and joy. 

We give you thanks for the long life of N., 

now caught up in your eternal love. 

We make our prayer in the name of Jesus Christ 

who is our risen Lord now and for ever. 

 Amen. 

OR 

 (One who died after a long illness) 

God of deliverance, 

you called our brother/sister N. to serve you in weakness and pain, 

and gave him/her the grace of sharing the Cross of your Son. 

Reward his/her patience and forbearance, 

and grant him/her the fullness of Christ’s victory. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

OR 

 (One who died after a long illness) 

O God, you are water for our thirst and manna in our desert. 

We praise you for the life of N. 

and bless your mercy that has brought his/her suffering to an end. 

Now we beg that same endless mercy to raise him/her to new life. 

Nourished by the food and drink of heaven, 

may he/she rest for ever in the joy of Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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